Yow can go back , but things chhange...
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A coal traim passes Hhuroughh University junction during the last neek of Suummer, 20049. | had seen simidor
cood trains when | wos tiere over 20 years ago, but back tien tie locomotines uere BN rativer Hhan BNSF
ond the coal cars uere built by Bethlehem un Johwnstown rotiwer than FreightCor America in Roanoke.
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This past September, | combined a visit to archives in Chicago and St. Paul with some trackside
photography. | had made several trips to the Minneapolis—St. Paul area over 20 years ago and
wanted to revisit my favorite spot just south of where the BNSF and CP mainlines come together.
Access from the west is at the end of 27 Ave. NE off University Ave. NE, and from the east, off
6th St. NE between 26th and 27th Ave. NE.

Some things had changed. Two grain elevators are now gone, and two intermodal terminals
have been added. This time | tried the Motel & in Roseville and found it was conveniently close.
There were many restaurants near the motel, and even a camera store which had a replacement
battery for my Nikon DSO when | realized the two | took with me weren’t going to last until the
end of the trip. Fortunately, the rail traffic seemed heavy despite the recession.
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| wanted to cotchv am ove traim , but Aot hane munchh lhvope beaunse of He economy. Howewver, | was lincky anol

covghht Huee. That’s a pusher at He rear of one of the trains. | took enoughh photos to catch up on all Hhe cars

they had gotten since my last trip to Muwesota. | was just as lncky on my wery first trip therve when | saw a
traimn of thelr 19505 ove cars wirich were rapldly disappesring at the Hime. It seems so long ago.
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The archives in St. Paul were open from 12 to 5, so | was able to spend the mornings and
evenings photographing a variety of trains. The tracks run north to south, so lighting is generally
good, and especially so in the late afternoon when the sunlight becomes nearly horizontal.

Evic A. Neubauer — November, 2009
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This traim wasn't a total surprise since owne of the local ratlfons had already mentioned Hiey nere making
test runs U prepavation for a vew commuter serviee. | eventually sow this traim four fimes. They had
Just bstalled a highv sypeed crossower for Hhe passenger trains here at University and had left behind some
troublesome oronge cones wirich kept creeping ntfo my photos.

Like to watch trains? Click here for
information on how to get Eric’s book:

Train Watcher’s Primer
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